Reflections on Dari linguistic identity through toponyms
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Dari, the non-dominant variety of Persian spoken in Afghanistan, more closely matches the phonology of Classical Persian than the dominant variety, Farsi, spoken in Iran (Farhadi 1955).  Tafazoli (2011) has described the pluricentric nature of Persian.  This paper explores the phonetic differences between Dari and Farsi in the context of an examination of toponym pronunciations.  
Pressures on Dari from both Farsi and Afghanistan’s other national language, Pashto, are explored.  The research project described here interviewed Dari-Pashto bilingual Afghans, monolingual Dari-speaking Afghans and Farsi-speaking Iranians on a set of in-language placename related tasks.  The results show a striking diversity of pronunciations of the same places both within and across languages.
The phonetic and morphological differences encountered in the course of the investigation are situated in the context both of the historical development of the Persian language and the geopolitical forces emanating both from the dominant Persian variety in Iran and the potent force of Pashto within Afghanistan.  The phenomenon of local pronunciation, whereby inhabitants of a place pronounce that place in a way distinct from outsiders is well known (Forster 1981). This notion is explored on a national level between languages in Afghanistan, and on an international level comparing Dari and Farsi.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To take one example, the city and province of Herat, Afghanistan exhibits three different pronunciations: /hɛrɒt/ Dari, /hærɒt/ Farsi, and /hɪrɑt/ Pashto.  Maintenance of such distinctions in the context of placenames, which more so than other elements of the vocabulary might be thought to vary less, due to their frequency of use in intergroup communication, point to the maintenance of shibboleths of identity despite globalization,  shedding light on the durability of a transnational Persian model existing over a millennium (Spooner and Hanaway 2012), as well as the possiblity of the persistence of pluricentric norms in an increasingly globalized context.
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